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Internationalisation of the Curriculum

• What is Internationalisation of the Curriculum?
• Why is internationalisation important in education?
• Walk the Talk

“Internationalising the curriculum involves providing 
students with global perspectives of their discipline 
and giving them a broader knowledge base for their 

future careers. Students can also be helped to 
develop a set of values and skills to operate in 

diverse cultural environments.”

“Incorporation of international, intercultural and/or 
global dimensions into the content of the curriculum, 

as well as the learning outcomes, assessment 
tasks, teaching methods, and support services of a 

program of study.”

(“Internationalising the Curriculum,” 2014)

Prof. Betty Leask (Leask, 2009, p 209)



“Internationalising the curriculum” (2014)

• Work with students to understand how knowledge and content can be 
“constructed in different cultures”.

• Incorporate values and skills in learning outcomes.

• Consider ethical issues in an international context.

• Discuss how professional practice may differ across the globe

Top tip:

“Build-in experiential learning so that students can experience and reflect on the 
intercultural aspects of their learning alongside the core disciplinary learning.

(Adapted from “Internationalising the Curriculum,” 2014)



The Importance of Internationalisation
Important to understand impact on staff, students and the institution

• Improved academic quality through exposure to different practices of academic partners

• Internationally oriented students & staff will inspire others to learn and achieve more

• National, international citizenship for students making it easier to integrate into a global market

• Potential for increased international student enrollment through word-of-mouth 
recommendations 

• Revenue generation, brain gain through enhancement of reputation and collaborative activities
Top tip:
“Build-in experiential learning so that students can experience and reflect on the intercultural 
aspects of their learning alongside the core disciplinary learning.”

(“5 Reasons Why Internationalization in Higher Education Is Important,” n.d.)



Internationalisation@APU – FRIENDS Case Study

Quick Facts
12,000 

students

70%
technology 

programmes

54%
International

Global Ready 
Professionals

GL BAL
READY GRADUATES



• Twice a year review of programme structures and outcomes
• Local and multi-national companies

Industrial Collaboration

• Employees
• Entrepreneurial Alumni

Alumni Feedback

• Programme Committee Meetings
• Student Representative Council

Student Voice

Building 
the 

Framework



Embedding the FRIENDS International Passport
(The Intercultural Awareness and Cultural Diversity MOOC)

• Approval at University level to replace a Business Communications module with 
the Intercultural Awareness and Cultural Diversity  MOOC

• Mapping Learning Outcomes to Programme Outcomes and Malaysian 
Qualifications Framework

• Incorporated into all UG technology programmes in semester 1 of year 1
• Available to all other students as an optional/additional module to be added to 

their university transcript
• Promotion of the benefits to continued study, internships and future work

6  
Intakes 
finished

1092  
Students

847  
MOOC 
Awards

240 
Awards 

Nov 2022

520 New 
Students 
Sep 2022

Next 
Intake 

Nov 2022



Pre-Course Hurdles

• Technology Students
• Different form of learning

How does this 
relate to my 

course?

I need more 
help/guidance

Post-Course Comments
With the Teahouse being located in a prominent area, 

students are well aware of the importance of being 
able to interact with each other regardless of their 

background. 

With the roll-out of the IACD MOOC for 
first semester students, this has certainly 

spread the cultural awareness for 
students! 

Through the Teahouse, there are loads of 
cultural events every year, thus providing 

us a better understanding of different 
cultures. 

Students are able to 
complete the modules 
through the IACD MOOC 

at their own pace.

Students are given the freedom and 
creativity in the IACD module, 
including for the assessment.

Through the FRIENDS project, the university encourages the students to 
bring out the best of their culture to remember not only their loved 

ones but also who they are really meant to be.



Internationalisation: more than ‘lip service’

• A single module/unit will be lost in the curriculum and seem ‘out of 
place’

• Introduction of a ‘thread’
• Integration within multiple modules

• Overtly obvious inclusion may look like being required to hit a ‘quota’
• Incorporate culture/international examples where possible

• Not easy in each and every module
• Professional bodies may not permit this approach

• Adding value not simply adding on



Internationalisation: more than ‘content’
Important to instill
• Appreciation of the cultures of Staff, Students and Partners
• Embrace cultural diversity
• Continually review global outreach to develop an international 

community
• Integration of mobility for staff and students



For more information, please feel free to contact:
erasmus@apu.edu.my
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