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UNIVERSITIES TEND TO PRESENT 
FOREIGN STUDENTS WITH CLICHÉS 
THAT ARE NOT ESPECIALLY USEFUL.

THE IMAGE OF ANGKOR 

WAT IS SEEN EVERYWHERE 

IN CAMBODIA, (EVEN ON 

THE NATIONAL FLAG), SO 

THERE IS NO NEED TO 

SHOW FOREIGN STUDENTS 

PICTURES OF ANGKOR WAT. 



Students will recognize the national flag on the left 
(usually placed in the middle), but they will wonder 
“What are those other two flags?”  they are with 
the Buddhist flag, along with the royal family flag. 



Or you may show 
students the 
beautiful and 
graceful Khmer 
dancing. Beautiful, 
yes, but useful to 
students? Maybe 
not, and they will 
surely see such 
dancing while in 
Cambodia.



Better to show students how 
Cambodians greet each 
other with a ‘ sampeah’, 
along with other forms of 
politeness, such as:

• Don’t pat children on the head.
• Don’t point at people, especially with your feet.
• Men normally don’t shake hands, especially with women.
• Make the ‘sampeah’ sign to say hello, good-bye, and thank you.



Monks are everywhere in Cambodia, maybe even in 
classes with students. Students should know how to 
show respect to monks:

• Remove your hat in the 
presence of a monk.

• Women must not touch 
monks.

• Make the sampeah sign to 
monks, but don’t expect one 
in return.

• Don’t sit in a higher position 
than a monk.



Foreign students are likely to experience a lot of 
strange, new foods in Cambodia, such as

Eel (= antong)

 Buffalo (= krabei)



Bee Larvae (= Plet Khmum)

Crickets (= Chongret)

Or even…….



  TARANTULAS (= Ahping)



Finally, students will need 
transportation. In many Asian countries, 
calling for a ‘tuk-tuk’ means this:

But Cambodians 
usually call this a 
‘Pasap’.

A tuk-tuk is 
something 
different:



TUK-TUK



All of the cultural ‘memes’ shown above are 
useful and interesting to foreign students, and 
are not just the usual cliches about 
Cambodia.

When preparing cultural material for YOUR 
foreign students, choose useful memes rather 
than cliches.


