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Introduction 
For  the  Community  Development  plan,  the  FRIENDS  team  in  BERJAYA  UC  has  identified a
group as the community outreach project initiatives. Named ‘ FRIENDS in Action’, this initiative is 
the  outreach  project  under  the  FRIENDS  Capacity  Building  project  to  sustain  the  vision,  mission, 
objective and aims and as a platform to apply the learning outcomes within the IACD MOOC syllabus 
and to put into practice the theory learned. The activities under this community development plan 
would also be part of the Berjaya UC ‘Teahouse’. The group that has been identified is: 

 
- The Orang Asli Community of ‘Pos Kuala Woh.’ 

 
When  a  BUC  FRIENDS member  was invited  to host  Ms  Amelia Chong,  the Assistant Secretary  for 
Programme and Youth Development of YMCA Malaysia, these initiatives came about. At that time, the 
sharing session on August 10th 2022, was to initiate a visit to the Orang Asli community village under 
the  GATN-YMCA  initiatives  primarily  to  promote  a  positive  relationship  between  tourism,  the 
environment and poverty reduction. GATN stands for Global Alternative Tourism Network, a not-for-
profit organisation/ network that promotes fair and just forms of travelling activities among different 
communities  to  achieve  mutual  understanding,  solidarity  and  equality  (GATN,  2022).  The  online 
session was documented here 
 
https://www.asiapacificymca.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=740:g
atn-networking-with-berjaya-university-college-malaysia&catid=142:global-alternative-tourism-
network-gatn&Itemid=432 
 
By understanding how the community lives and why the village they are staying in is essential to 
them, we can identify ways to promote alternative tourism in a less harmful and sustainable long-
term way. The idea to further escalate the Orang Asli communities came about when the team were 
asked to have a community development plan to sustain the initiatives under the FRIENDS project. 
 
The Orang Asli Community of ‘Pos Kuala Woh’ Village, Perak  
The  Orang  Asli  community,  by  large,  are  a  minority  group  in  Malaysia.  Historically,  they  are 
considered the original settlers; therefore, the term ‘Indigenous’ is synonymous with these 
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communities but in writing, the term Orang Asli is used for both Malay and English media/ reporting 
(Carey,  1976).  According  to  the  survey  done  by  the  Department  of  Orang  Asli  Development, 
abbreviated JAKOA, as of 2006, there are only 141,230 Orang Asli people in Peninsular Malaysia. 
Since it is near to impossible to cover all the Orang Asli communities around Peninsular Malaysia, it 
is decided that we focus on one Orang Asli village  
 
The Orang Asli community selected for BUC FRIENDS is the Orang Asli currently living in Pos Kuala 
Woh Village in Perak. The villagers mainly comprise of the Semai Orang Asli community, and this 
village houses around 100 Orang Asli families. Travelling from Berjaya UC to Pos Kuala Woh Village 
in  Perak  takes  approximately  3  to  4  hours  by  car  (on  regular  days)  and  requires  4-wheel  drive 
transportation due to the terrain and dirt road that connects the village with the outside world. Due 
to  the  complexities  of  land  travel,  the  BUC  Friends  team  could  not  make  the  trip  to  visit  this 
community this year. Another factor was of monsoon season. Rain will make land travel more difficult 
as the road will become muddy and difficult to use. Since the road connecting Pos Kuala Woh is an 
unnamed road typically used by logging trucks, small cars definitely cannot make the trip. 

 
Photo 1.  Pos Kuala Woh Orang Asli Village (photo courtesy of Pos Woh Education Centre FB page) 
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Photo 2 – Poh Kuala Woh Education Centre, one of the facility that BUC FRIENDS intends to assist in equipping. 
Note that the student has no tables and chairs (photo courtesy of Poh Woh Education Center FB page) 
 
The Orang Asli Conflict  
Even though Malaysia as a nation has achieved 65 years of Independence from British rule, the Orang 
Asli  communities  have  not  been  able  to  grip  modernity,  more  so  adapt  to  living  within  modern 
society. Not because the Orang Asli are unwilling or not capable of integrating into modern society 
but because the societal system that was built needs to be revised to assist them. Most of the time, 
the aid promised to these communities has yet to reach them. High rates of poverty, high numbers of 
school dropouts, health and lack of basic amenities are some of the grappling issues faced by these 
communities. Among all the challenges faced, the most pressing issues were their Customary Land. 
 
Customary  Land  refers  to  a  defined  area  that  indigenous  people  identify  as  its  territory  areas  or 
ecosystem  (Hamzah,  2013).  It  is  considered  customary  by  its  prior  occupation,  utilisation,  and 
settlement by the indigenous community by their customary laws and practices since time 
immemorial. Hamzah, 2013 further explains that customary land includes but is not limited to the 
land per se, as used for shelter and residence, agriculture and subsistence, burial and other ritual 
purposes. It also includes the water and all other natural resources on and underneath these lands. 
Why  is  it  essential  for  the  Orang  Asli?  Because  for  them,  they  identify  themselves  with  specific 
territories  that  they  have  occupied  for  generations.  They  see  this  as  the  cornerstone  of  their 
existence. This land has a sacred quality that contains their history and sense of identity and ensures 
their  survival in the  subsistence economy.  The relationship between the Orang Asli and the 
challenges they faced in maintaining and guarding their customary land was recognised 
internationally by the United Nations.  
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The struggle to maintain their land rights trickles down to more challenges that affect their quality 
of  life.  Education,  for  example,  has  taken  a  backseat  because  even  though  they  have  access  to 
education and it is enshrined under the constitution, they cannot stay in mainstream education due 
to a lack of resources and facilities. Funds available is enough only to buy necessities, and food; other 
expenses on buying books, stationery and even electronic gadget remains impossible. Pos Kuala Woh 
village, for example, have zero internet connection, and during the covid-19 pandemic lockdown, the 
children do not have access to school materials that warrant online class attendance. To even afford 
a laptop or a mobile phone seems impossible because the profit earned from selling handicrafts and 
foraging for fruits and herbs from the forest to be sold in the local market only earns them a little 
money.   
 
 
BUC FRIENDS Community Development Plan for the Orang Asli in Pos Kuala Woh, Perak 
Where and how does the BUC FRIENDS community development plan come into the picture? The 
issues affecting the Orang Asli have been plaguing them for many years. To solve or provide solutions 
may  take  many  years,  provided  all  stakeholders  play  their  part.  2  significant  issues  that  the  BUC 
FRIENDS Community development plan wishes to address: 

1. Funds 
2. Awareness  

Funds  or  fundraising  for  the  Orang  Asli  community  have  been  initiated  within  the  university 
compound and have gained traction since the university was allowed to return to physical classes. 
Funds raised are not only to buy basic amenities during the planned visitation in 2023 but also to 
fund transportation charges of volunteers in the form of faculty members and students of BUC. Below 
is the breakdown of the fundraising objectives for the Orang Asli Communities: 

Objective Purpose 
Fundraising 1. Fund transportation charges of volunteers 

2. Purchases basic amenities (Panadol, vitamins) and hygiene kit 
(sanitary pads)  

3. Purchase stationaries (writing materials) and academic books 
4. Purchase  of  laptops/tablets  for  use  in the  Pos  Woh  Education 

Centre  
5. Fund future activities within the time frame 2022 - 2027 

 
No doubt we cannot be funding the communities all the time. Therefore, the BUC FRIENDS team have 
also identified volunteer run organisation called ‘Gerai Orang Asal’. This volunteer-run stall helps 
market and sells Orang Asli craft, and 100% proceeds are returned to the said artisan. Volunteering 
with this organisation, helps to create an ecosystem where the Orang Asli has a steady stream of 
income without depending much on foraging forest materials to be sold in the local market. Foraging 
for forest products does not provide a steady income source, as going into the forest is not feasible, 
especially during the monsoon season. Furthermore, during monsoon season, the roads are 
impossible to use therefore, with the available funds, buying necessities like panadol (painkiller) and 
vitamins and to stock up before monsoon starts remains the best alternative to ensure they are well. 
 
The first fundraising activities were completed during the World Tourism Day celebration in Berjaya 
UC, under the theme ‘Rethinking in the Future (RITF)’; a few fundraising booths were opened, mainly 
selling local food and snacks, a traditional games booth and a booth on arts and crafts. The net profit 
raised from this first fundraising activity was RM440. (see photos in RITF folder).  
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In terms of raising awareness of the plight of the Orang Asli communities, BUC FRIENDS will work 
hand in hand with GATN-YMCA to understand how alternative tourism provides income to the Orang 
Asli communities but also assist them in poverty reduction. Such tourism that we are talking about 
encompasses employing the Orang Asli as guides in jungle trekking activities surrounding the Orang 
Asli commune, on top of that promoting ‘homestay’ experiences and living with the Orang Asli for a 
week. A minimal amount of money would be spent by interested students to experience 
‘volunteerism’. Only by doing so can we build mutual understanding and solidarity through 
experiencing the lived experience, in line with the theory taught in the IACD MOOC and also in line 
with the aims and objectives of the FRIENDS project.  
 
A  series  of  lived  experience  visits  have  been  planned  for  2023  and  2024  under  this  community 
development plan.   
On top of that, a series of dissemination plans have also been drafted by the BUC FRIENDS team for 
2023 and 2024 to document the activities and progress made. It has to be made known that this 
community development plan would require continuous engagement to ensure some form of change 
is seen within the targeted community. 
 
  
 
   


