Internationalisation at Home
Capacity Building Webinar 3
Virtual Mobility
7th August 2019, 9 am Brussels time
Christina Armutlieva
Director of International Cooperation, FRIENDS Project Coordinator
Varna University of Management, Bulgaria

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This communication reflects the
views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of
the information contained therein.

Outline
 Virtual Mobility (VM) in the context of Internationalisation at Home
(IaH)
 VM: the EU perspective
 VM terms and definitions
 VM formats and types
 VM and the curriculum
 VM essential elements
 VM versus open VM and transnational online distance education
 VM: opportunities and key benefits
 VM: challenges and barriers
 BEEHIVE Entrepreneurship for All MOOC. A University of Cebu case
study
 Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange: the EU flagship programme and
piloting initiative of 2018-2019

VM in the context of IaH
The IaH concept has been interpreted as:

 „any internationally related activity with the exception of outbound
student mobility“ (Nilsson, 2003, p. 31)
 „those aspects of internationalisation which would happen on a
home campus“ (Knight, 2008, p. 22)
 “The purposeful integration of international and intercultural
dimensions into the formal and informal curriculum for all students
within domestic learning environments” (Beelen & Jones, 2015, p.
12)

VM: the EU perspective
European Higher Education in the World (2013)
Key priorities for HEIs and Member States towards comprehensive
internationalisation strategies (2013):
 Promoting the international mobility of students and staff
 Promoting internationalisation at home and digital learning
 Strengthening strategic cooperation, partnerships and capacity
building.
Education and Training 2020 (ET2020) European policy cooperation
ET 2020 pursues the following four common EU objectives including:
 Making lifelong learning and mobility a reality
 Improving the quality and efficiency of education and training
 Promoting equity, social cohesion, and active citizenship
 Enhance creativity and innovation, including entrepreneurship at all
levels of education and training.

VM: the EU perspective (2)
Renewed EU Agenda for Higher Education (2017)
Current challenges in HE across the European HE systems:
 A mismatch between the skills Europe needs and the skills it has
 Persistent and growing social divisions
 An innovation gap
 The different components of HE systems do not always work
together seamlessly.
Towards a European Education Area by 2025 (2017)
A process made up of several building blocks including:
 Europe without borders for learning, studying and doing research
 A continent where spending time in another Member State to
study, learn and work is a norm.

VM terms and definitions
 Virtual mobility: “a set of activities supported by Information and
Communication Technologies, including e-learning, that realise or
facilitate international, collaborative experiences in a context of
teaching, training or learning” (Erasmus+ Programme Guide 2019)
 Virtual exchanges: “technology-enabled people-to-people dialogues
sustained over a period of time” (Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange)
 Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL): “… combines
the four essential dimensions of real virtual mobility: it is a
collaborative exercise of teachers and students; it makes use of
online technology and interaction; it has potential international
dimensions; and it is integrated into the learning process.” (de Wit,
2013)

VM terms and definitions (2)
 Globally Networked Learning (GNL): “… an approach to research,
learning, and teaching that enables students, faculty, and nonacademic researchers from different locations around the world to
participate in, and collaborate on, knowledge-making processes and
concrete research projects. With the aid of various forms of
technology – including but not limited to, learning management
systems, video conferencing software and hardware, cloud
computing and social media – they are brought together in a
consortium to collaborate on projects that bring together the
diverse perspectives of participants to produce a richer, more
nuanced,
understanding
of
the
issue(s)
at
hand..”
(https://www.glendon.yorku.ca/gnl/)

VM formats and types
(based on Innovative Models for Collaboration and Student Mobility in Europe report)

 Online/virtual mobility and blended mobility versus physical
mobility
 Short term, long term or intermittent
 Joint virtual seminar, think tank, lecture series or a project
 Synchronous and asynchronous from communication channels’
point of view
 One-campus and multi-campus (versus one-campus or successive
campi in physical mobility)

VM formats and types (2)
(based on Innovative Models for Collaboration and Student Mobility in Europe report)

VM and the curriculum
(based on Innovative Models for Collaboration and Student Mobility in Europe report)

 Embedded within a course
 Exchange mobility for individual students
 Networked mobility in networked curricula and courses with
mobility windows
 Integrated mobility in joint curricula.

VM and the curriculum (2)
(based on EADTU Mobility Matrix)

VM essential elements
(based on EADTU Mobility Matrix)

VM essential elements include:
 Institutional agreement
 Learning agreement
 Course catalogue, customized and restricted to the partners in this
institutional agreement, with pre-assessed and recognized online
courses or learning activities;
 Student application form
 Transcript of records.
EADTU Mobility Matrix:
 VM versus open virtual mobility with open online course catalogue
 VM versus transnational online distance education.

Open virtual mobility
(based on EADTU Mobility Matrix)

 Exchange by mobility online, same rules as standard virtual exchange
mobility, but outside of a previous institutional agreement.
 Online courses / MOOCs / virtual seminars or labs / online think
tanks are found on open course catalogues or in programmes of
other universities.
 Main objectives include a short or long term international academic
experience through online courses or other learning activities,
intercultural competencies, international digital communication
skills.
 Individual exchange on the basis of courses or learning activities
found in an open course catalogue on the internet; a learning
agreement is always requested.
 As there is no institutional agreement, there is no networked
curriculum.

Transnational online distance education
(based on EADTU Mobility Matrix)

 There is no exchange mobility.
 There is no institutional agreement as only one university organizes
and own the entire transnational curriculum.
 Transnational online distance education delivers programmes or
courses in another country, which is different from the country of
the provider, e.g. online masters, postgraduate programmes or
MOOCs.
 Curriculum or course, e.g. a degree programme, a short
(postgraduate) learning programme, a single course, a MOOC.
 No course catalogues, courses are known at registration.
 No learning agreement, no transcript of records.

VM: opportunities and key benefits
(based on Innovative Models for Collaboration and Student Mobility in Europe)










Accessibility
Flexibility
Scale
Quality
Efficiency
Internationalisation and outreach
Building 21st century skills
…

VM: challenges and barriers
(based on Innovative Models for Collaboration and Student Mobility in Europe)

 Slow developments and still limited number of courses and
curricula in Europe
 Lack of awareness and reluctance to engage outside the familiar
internationalisation practices
 Lack of faculty and non-academic staff VM skills
 Administrative and organisational issues
 Didactics and pedagogy
 Technology and digital maturity of the key players
 …

BEEHIVE Entrepreneurship for All MOOC
A University of Cebu case study
Dr Sheryl Satorre-Estella
University of Cebu, Philippines

Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange
https://europa.eu/youth/erasmusvirtual_en
“Harnessing the power of technology to shape real human connection and
dialogue”

Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange
 Target groups: universities, youth organisations and young people
aged 18-30 resident in the Erasmus+ Programme Countries and in
the Southern Mediterranean region
 Activities: (1) online facilitated dialogue, (2) training to develop
virtual exchanges, (3) advocacy training and (4) interactive open
online courses
 2018 results: 8222 persons engaged, 42 countries across which
connections were built
 Recognition: Erasmus+ Virtual Exchange Open Badge

IaH Webinars registration links, resources

and feedback forms:
https://erasmusplusfriends.eu/event/iahcapacity-building-webinars/
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Christina Armutlieva
Varna University of Management
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